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1860 Base Ball Rules and Regulations

The rules and regulations adopted by the National Association of Base Ball Players in March 1860, govern the game of base ball as played by The Roosters, with some adaptations. There are less than 40 written rules for base ball of that era. Everything else was left to the codes of general behavior of the time. 

Prior to a Rooster match, the umpire assembles the opposing nine for a review of these rules. No bunting, no sliding, no leading off, no betting, no swearing and a real gentleman never sweats.  In addition, the umpire(s) have the managers announce their team to the crowd.  The two teams stand in two straight lines.  The home team (staff) stands on the first base line, while the away team (students) stands on the third base line.

The pitcher or "hurler", standing with his legs crossed, holds one hand behind his back and in the other holds the ball in front of himself so all can see. He delivers the ball as directed by the striker. Strikes are called only on a clean swing and miss. Fouls don't count as strikes. The umpire may warn a striker who is not swinging at good strikes and begin calling strikes. He may not call balls. 

All fielders must hold their initial positions until the ball is struck. Basemen must have one foot on the base. Outfielders stand in the middle of their fields. The catcher or "behind" is about 25 feet from home base. The short stop or “rover” either plays between second and third base or first and second base, depending on the striker. 

The umpire calls all foul balls immediately in a forceful manner. Fair balls are not called. A hit ball is considered fair or foul by where it first hits the ground.  So if you are unsure, RUN!  

A ball caught in the air or on the first bound, fair or foul, puts the striker dead and runners may advance at their own risk. Base runners may also advance at their own risk after the ball leaves the pitcher's hand. 

A base runner is dead if he is forced at any base or tagged in a non-force situation. He may not over run any base, including first. Running more than three feet from the base path is not allowed. 

Base runners may be doubled off on a foul ball that is first returned to the pitcher, and then thrown to the base for a force out.

An ace is scored by the base runner successfully making all four bases and reporting this fact to the scorer or tally keeper. It is a custom among the 1860 vintage base ball clubs to have the player ring the tally bell to announce the score to the fans or "cranks”.
Only the team manager may speak with the umpires.  Players who have questions regarding a call must have the manager speak with the umpire.  If the play on the field is too close to call, the umpire may ask the crowd to help.

Staff members who are playing will pay 25 cents for a fine.  Fines could range from improper dress to purposely breaking the rules of the game of bunting, sliding or diving.


You are watching base ball when it was in its youth. It was truly a gentleman's game played for pleasure, but soldiers returning from the Civil War camps brought the game home to their communities for all to enjoy.
1860 Glossary
Base Ball is two words.
 

	Match - game
	Bench - manager or coach

	Club Nine - team
	Tallykeeper or Scorer - keeps the score

	Throng - fans (later called cranks)
	Striker to the Line - batter up

	Artist - proficient player
	Daisy Cutter - sharp grounder

	Muffin - inexperienced player
	Sky Ball - fly ball

	Muff - error
	Leg it - run to a base

	Striker - batter
	Ace - run; crossing home base

	Hurler - pitcher
	Four Bases - home run

	Behind - catcher
	Dead - out

	Mid Fielder - center fielder
	Three Hands Dead - end of half inning

	Rover - Short stop
	Lincoln Student - Best kind of student in  town


Base Ball History
by Mary Jane Schmitt, Rooster Coordinator

The American game of Base Ball has its origins in the English games of rounders and cricket. Clubs were formed to play base ball, but the rules varied quite a bit and most retained the rounders technique of getting a player out by throwing the ball at him. In 1845 Alexander Cartwright wrote down what became known as the New York Rules which included the innovation of a player being out when touched by the ball while in the hand of the adversary. This set of rules was first used by the Knickerbocker Club who played at Elysian Fields in Hoboken, New Jersey, across the river from New York City. In 1849 Mr. Cartwright became a "49er" and taught the game of base ball to those he encountered along the route to California.

From 1854 to 1857 a number of base ball clubs were formed in New York City and New Jersey with the first Convention of Base-Ball Players taking place in New York City in 1857. The result of this convention was a progression toward the formation of the National Association of Base-Ball Players and the adoption of The Rules and Regulations of Base Ball in 1860.

A New York journalist, Henry Chadwick, wrote the Beadle's Dime Base Ball Player: A Compendium of the Game in 1860. Besides the 1860 rules, he included information and advice on how to set up a field, play each position, and perform the duties of umpire and scorer. He also offered the opinion that "Base Ball, to be played thoroughly, requires the possession of muscular strength, great agility, quickness of eye, readiness of hand, and many other faculties of mind and body that mark the man of nerve."

In Civil War camps both Massachusetts Ball and New York Ball were played, but New York ball gained favor. Men and boys returning from war spread base ball across the land.

The first all professional team was the Cincinnati Red Stockings in 1869. Only two years later the first professional league, the National Association of Professional Baseball Clubs, was formed.

In 1907 an historical commission concluded that the rules of modern baseball were invented in 1839 at Cooperstown, New York by Abner Doubleday, a Civil War general of distinction. Scholars long ago proved this story to be false, but the myth lives on. Cooperstown is the home of the National Baseball Hall of Fame.

Baseball evolved through the years as rules were changed, equipment was added, playing strategies and defenses were enacted and stadiums were built. Today's professional baseball has had its problems and shortcomings, but throughout America the local ball fields still beckon young and old alike to come out and play or cheer on the home team. Baseball is our national pastime. Sometimes it is baseball as we now know it and sometimes it is "base ball as it was meant to be played".

